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MARKETING YOUR WRITING

Speaking as a writer

The sound of your voice can help sell your books, says Melra Beaton

f you treat your wriling as a business

rather than as a hobby, one of your best

marketing tools is speaking in public.
And, as previous WM articles have shown,
this doesn't .1]1'.'._1_1_,'5 mean ha '.'i|'|1*I to skand
up in front of a live audience, as you can
also reach potential buyers through video,
audio and radio. However, if the finished
recording is dull or disorganised, you may
do vour business more harm than good.

If you take the time to organise your
content and brush up on vour delivery,
your recordings will draw in an audience
that is more likely to stay to listen, and
ultma |_-I_"'|:..'l. '|_'|-|_|!_- ViLiF WwWiork,

Video

Preparalion i vital You are stepping out
in fromt of an audience, only this time it's
on screen. Show your respect for them by
taking the time and care to prepare, as if
it were a live event. They will notice and
appreciate it. Treat your time on air as a

mini speech and aim to make your delivery

as natural and relaxed as possible. Prepare
an outline of what vou are going lo say,
with an opening, a body and a conclusion.

Structure is key Writer and broadcaster
David Calder says: “When it comes to
1.«'.1|r]1i|1p, video online, p&:-plﬁ'z-‘ attention
span is quite short. You probably only have
about ninety seconds before their interest
starts to drift. That means getting your
key message in early on. But, as with all
marketing videos, the message shouldnt
be about you or even necessarily about
your book. It should be about the reader. It
should focus on their wants and needs.”
You have to grab the attention of your
audience in the first few seconds of any
presentation. Try a startling (true) statistic,
a quotation, a striking line from your
book, a question or even a short personal
anecdote. Just make sure it relates to the
rest of your talk. The body should contain
o more than 2-3 major points, supported
by relevant sub points, Then, with a
strong statement, relate your ending to
the opening for a neat and powerful way
of wrapping it all up. The conclusion is
your big chance to be remembered = don't
warste it

Proclize "Moo media professional would ever
g0 on air without rehearsal’, says David. “If
you try to wing it, you've a good chance of
stumbling or I:'u:r_!;-.dlin_!.; your lines hwo-
thirds of the way through and having to
start again. 50, just as with any other form of
presentation, preparation matters.

In the beginning, your words will probably
sound like a written piece. Make it more
conversational by reading it aloud as if you
were speaking to a friend. Remove any
unnecessary words, stilted phr.ﬁin;,; and
jargon. Once vou have your ‘dean” script,
practise with it, then practise without it. It's
imp-uuhln.t that vou internalise vour ideas
rather than memorise every word. That way,
if you forget the words, you won't dry up.

Relax before you begin Relax and get
your breathing under control by inhaling
through your nose and exhaling through
your mouth. Do this until you feel calm. To
get rid of body tension, stand up and shake
your hands and feet, or stretch and bend

— anything that gets vou moving,. To exercise
your voice, repeat tongue bwisters (Google
‘tongue twisters” for lists).

Background ‘Use any sort of background
which is not going to distract the viewer’,
advises David. "The last thing you want is

a plant that looks as though it's growing
from the top of your head. An
in front of a window - the light from outside

id standing

will cast you in silhousette,”
Also. think of the IMPTESSHN VOu are

e, 1f wioua want

trying to convey. For examp
to appear businesslike, don’t film in vour
home ‘office” in a cormer of the kitchen, with
the dog snoring in the background. On
the other hand, if you are marketing your
romantic novel, don't shoot vour video in
a sterile office you hired for the day, choose
.-.-l_u'l'ln._"l.'.'hl.'l:'l_" W il,h ._|I,r.".,*-u,'_':".|_"-c.'

Before you begin recording, make sure
you have any props handy, such as your
book. Onece you start filming, stay on screen.

What to wear? * Avoid anything with too
vibrant colours or patterns’, says David.
‘Even with HD cameras, there's 2 tendency
for tight checks, for instance, to flicker

on the screen. Keep it simple, yvou don't
want the audience distracted. For instance,
wiomen should avoid too lange carmings;
men should avedd too loud Hes”

Standing or sitting? Stand upright and
steady yourself by placing one foot slightly
in front of the other. You want to appear
comfortable and relased, not stiff and
formal. If you are sitting, make sure you

Radio

e LM WIOE0 and Ui recoraimgs, You arg usua |':|" ngnarge, espacia i'-u' f YOu regcoro

them yoursalf. Howevar, should you be asked 1o take part in a radio interview, you ara

t the mearcy of tha interaiawar

before the interview

askad David if yvou should reqguest a list of guestions

You can, but you probably won't get it, he said, "although the usual rule is that you
can be told the first question. You have a much better chance on ILR (Independant
Jocal Radio) than on the BBC. With ILR, they ke any halp thay can get to make the

ntarviaw flow.

The BBC have researchers wha will have spoken to vou before the intenviesw o you can get
the gist of the probable line of quastions fram what they ane asking

Im & radio interviesy, you need to be able to think on your feet,
% and to avoid baing caught off guard, use the following techniques
* When you are asked a question, pause, if necessary, 1o

arganisa your thoughts and make sura you say axacthy what you
} WAEnL 1o Say

* Repeat or rephrase the question 1o buy you time to provide the

A best answer

repeat or clarify it

+ |f you dom't understand the question, ask the intarviewer 1o

= Ask your own quastion o make the intarviewer provede maone

focus, Mot all interviewears are exparnancad — some just need to

ask a batter question

sit well back in the chair, and if you are
wearing a jacket, pull it down before leaning
back to avoid it riding up and bunching
round your neck. Sitting back also makes
you look less intense.

Dalivery A few rules

* Smile warmly, speak into the lens and
imagine vou ane speaking to one person
Avoid the use of fillers such as um, ah,

ch, [ike, so, then, actually, basically, you

kmomn, in point of fact, to be honest. They
will make you sound hesitant and
unsure of yourself.

= Silence is powerful, 50 pause -m'r:laiﬂn:l]]_!.'
o Bt wour message sink in.

= Speak clearly and vary your voice, pitch
and rate or you will send listeners to sleep.

* Be aware of nervous mannerisms - hair
flicking, head tossing, adjusting your
glasses, fiddling with your ring. Secure
vour hair and glasses beforehand and
remove pens and other objects unless you
are going to use them.

* [f vou stumble, keep going. The chances
are no one will have noticed but in any
G, it's ok o make a mistake,

* Smile. It will make you fee] better and
create a connection with the audience.

= Be vourself at all imes, Just be a more
alert, spruced up version of vourself,

Audio and podcasting

As with video, you need to prepare what
you are going to say with an opening, body
and conclusion. IF vou want to use notes

during the broadeast or podcast, practise
reading them beforchand so that vou sound
conversational on air. Put your notes onto
cards rather than paper, as paper rustles,

Your voice David has been in
broadcasting for many vears and knows
the importance of using your voice well,
especially with a microphone.

“Your voice is the only way of attracting
the audience’s attention and, in media
training, we point out that yvou should
be giving 1106 of yvourself. Smile - the
audience can hear it in your voice, Most
microphones designed for speech, as
opposed to singing, should be roughly
where you would hold a book. Don't
speak straight into it, but have it slightly
to one side. This avoids your breath
hitting it and ‘popping’.

Whether the audience sees you on screen
or hears vou on audio, you are not just
conveying information; you are revealing
who you are to people vou don't even
know. If the audience like you, they will
want to find out more and may visit yvour
witbsite or read some of vour work. If they
don’t feel a connection with you, they will
swilch off and forget you.

Speaking on air is a very powerful tool
bo keep in your marketing toolbox, It can
potentially place you in front of an audience
of millions, By keeping it 5.|1.1rp and using
it effectively, it can attract buyers and boost
your business. ©

Novel Tdeas

If you can't get published, don’t
give up, but do try something
different, says Lynne Hackles

I at first you don't succeed, try, try and try

again, Apparently that worked out well for

Robert the Bruce (or was that his spider?)
but what about wrters

We hanve all heard about successiul novelists
who went through countless rejections bafore
samaeone intalligant encugh o sea ther ganius
signed them up. You might be oné to go down
This rowte, or you rmeght ba the writer who
never gats a novel published. If you'va tned
and tned, i your chosan field, and still failed
wien do vou stop banging vour head on that
door that never opans?

Let’s say & day denans wehen you realss that
youl are spending your life churning out words
that no one wants 1o read. What than? You
stap off that road and take a side turning. Why?
Because if you'ré not cut out 1o be a novelst
then perhaps you can be a great short story
witer of Sell hundreds of articles o write 2
shelf-full of non-fiction books

I'd like to tell you about my loewehy friend, John
Mesaton, who died in July, He wiote several
nowvels but, and he adrmitted thes 1o me, they
ware flat. Something was missing. Evantually
John tried something elsa, Humour, He used a
lot of personal experiencs in his articles, writing
laugh-cutdoud pieces about Fe as a father
and being a grumpy ofd man, He soéd the first
ferar 10 & coURTFY MESQATIME and Uy Warg 0
popular he was asked 1o winté a regular colurmn
for them. His work delighted readers and the
memibers of his writing group

Maybe it's time for vou 1o change tack and
step cut of your Gomiort 2one.

There are kots of doorways into the world of
wiiting. If your first choice appears locked than
try anothar. X
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